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Women’s World Cup avoids TV blackout in Japan and Europe 202348 H%5 138

On July 13th, just a week before the first match kicked off, FIFA reached an agreement with Japan’s
public broadcaster NHK, which will broadcast all of Japan’s matches at the 2023 FIFA Women’s World
Cup live on television.

“If many people watch the games, it will be a great motivation for the players,” commented Kozo
Tashima(H I§ 3 =), President of JFA(the Japan Football Association). Saki Kumagai, captain of
Nadeshiko Japan, expressed her strong determination, "We will prove that we can compete on the world
stage for the future of women's football, and we will play with responsibility and pride as a member of the
national team."

Japan is the last major country where a broadcast deal was finalized. Only four countries have won
the Women's World Cup: the US(four times), Germany (twice), Norway (once), and Japan (once). Japan
won the title in 2011 after beating the U.S. in the final, and reached the final in 2015. Then, why are

Japanese broadcasters reluctant to pay for TV broadcast rights?

Many people wondered, (D“Is it because Japan doesn’t have money? (2)Or people aren’t interested

in women’s soccer? (3Or, fundamentally, women have a lower status than men in Japan?”

But actually, European broadcasters were also reluctant to pay for TV rights, offering only 1% of the
fees they paid for the men’s Qatar World Cup. FIFA reached an agreement with broadcasters in Britain,

Spain, France, Germany and Italy finally in mid-June.
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Q4 Which countries have won the Women's World Cup so far?

Q5 After Nadeshiko Japan won the title in 2011, they received the People’s Honor Award. Why?

Q6 THOD, @, @EMICHL T, HR/-0EFEZZRETHERTLr Y, CKEMRIDL ITEA)

Q7 F—u v EEERLT WHOBEHED 720, B WHEHIEL T, ol oozt L Lz,



How FIFA’s sales of Women’s World Cup TV rights went wrong

@ The financial success of the 2019 Women’s World Cup in France, with its surging TV ratings around
the world, awakened FIFA to @the idea that the event could generate more money. So, FIFA launched

independent broadcast sales for the first time. (* Since FIFA began hosting women’s World Cups in 1991,
it had always sold broadcast rights in a bundle with the men’s tournament. It was giving away the
women’s game as a free extra or a perk.)

But FIFA’s attempt failed. European broadcasters offered only $1-10 million, compared to $100-200
million for the Men’s World Cup. FIFA President Gianni Infantino declared the bids “unacceptable.”

On May 2nd, Infantino threatened not to show the Women's World Cup in ®five European countries.

He said the offers from broadcasters were "disappointing," and described them as a "slap in the face for all
great players and all women worldwide.” The president said it was the "moral and legal obligation" of
football's world governing body "not to undersell" the tournament.

@ Certainly, this year’s Women's World Cup is far from an ideal time zone for European broadcasters.
Daytime games in Australia and New Zealand play in the early hours of the morning in Europe. But

Infantino said (©that was not an excuse. “Public broadcasters have a duty to promote and invest in

women's sport. Women deserve it!” he said.
Infantino has said that equal prize money between the men's and women's tournaments by 2027 is

FIFA's goal. But he has not been committal and calls (7)it an "ambition".
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Japan’s support for women’s soccer still lags behind other countries

Meanwhile, the head of Japan's professional women's soccer league criticized mass media for
portraying female soccer players as “cute” during a press conference on July 13th,

Haruna Takata, who also serves as the vice president of the Japan Football Association, said, “Here
in Japan, the tendency is particularly strong to focus on the visual appeal and cuteness of female athletes,”

she said. Takata noted that (Ddespite Japan's victory against the United States in the 2011 Women's

World Cup, support for women's sports in the country still lags behind other nations.
Japan won Women’s World Cup in 2011. Nadeshiko lifted the nation’s spirits after the deadly
earthquake-tsunami in the year, and the players became overnight stars. But they have fallen behind

since then, and Nadeshiko is ranked 11thnow. (&) )or not Japan will repeat their 2011 success,

Takata said she believes it’s still important to raise the value of women’s football. “I believe that if we
can pave the way and become inspirations for young women, we can definitely have an impact on other

women’s sports,” she said.
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Q22 Do you think women’s sports will continue to grow in popularity in the world? Why do you think so?
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1. Why are Japanese broadcasters reluctant to pay for TV broadcast rights?

2. “Public broadcasters have a duty to promote and invest in women's sport. Women deserve it!”

FIFA President Infantino said.

3. Haruna Takata said, “Here in Japan, the tendency is particularly strong to focus on the visual appeal

and cuteness of female athletes.”

4. Despite Japan's victory against the US in the 2011 Women's World Cup, support for women's sports
in the country still lags behind other nations.
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